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==/ Super Sunday

| DPS Sgt. Chuck Herrera stands watch on

the sideline of the New York Giants during
Super Bow! XLIl. The game, which pitted

| the NFC Champion Giants against the,

then, undefeated AFC Champion New En-
gland Patriots turned out to be the most
watched Super Bowl in the 42-year his-
tory of the game. DPS played a major
role in securing the game and related
events.

DPS plays key rIe In ensuring safety of Super Bowl, related events

by Kellen Chavez
Digest Staff Writer

OnFeb. 3, 2008, the University of Phoe-
nix Stadium in Glendale hosted arguably one
of the better Super Bowlsin the storied his-
tory of the game.

Over 71,000 fansin attendance and mil-
lionsupon millions more watched on televi-
sionasthe 18-0 New England Patriotsbattled
the underdog New York Giants to put the
final stamp on their perfect season.

But it was not meant to be.

Eli Manning led agutsy driveand all but
sealed the victory when histouchdown pass
to Plaxico Burress put the Giants ahead, 17-
14, with lessthan aminute left on the clock.

Perfection, with Super Bowl XLII serv-
ing as good evidence, is not something eas-
ily attained, but DPS, aspart of thefirst uni-
fied police command in the history of the
Super Bowl, wasalarge part of anearly per-
fect event and week law enforcement and
public safety-wise.

DPS and over 40 other separate agen-
cies coordinated public safety and law en-
forcement effortsfrom 8 am. on Jan. 25 until
the closing of the Joint Operations Center at
5 p.m. the day after the game on Feb. 4.

In all, over 930 public safety personnel
were deployed in and around the stadium
on game day with DPS supplying over 350
of its own personnel.

Theextravaganzawent for an entireweek
beforethe actual gamewith NFL-sanctioned
events all over the Phoenix-area. The De-
partment dedicated more than 450 law en-
forcement officers and support personnel to
these related events alone to ensure they
took place safely.

Thedifferent eventsthat ranged from the
NFL Experience, which was set up in the
University of Phoenix Stadium parking lot,
to NFL-sanctioned parties and events actu-
aly helped the unified command prepare
even better for game day.

DPS Cmdr. Mike Orose, who served as

public safety liaison to the NFL, said, "It
worked out very well because of the way
that the events were scheduled. Therewere
very few eventsin the early part of theweek
and because we had just moved into the
unified command area, it gave us an oppor-
tunity to work through the minor issues."

Orose also added it was a challengejust
getting the 40 different agencies set up and
operational in the Joint Operations Center
(JOC).

But once protocol was established, hav-
ing so many different agenciesin such close
working proximity helped everything run
much moreefficiently.

The JOC provided a working environ-
ment that was able to solve problems and
work out contingency plansfor even unfore-
seen potential concerns.

EXTENDED PHOTO SPREAD OF DPS'ROLEAT
THE SUPER BOWL ON PAGES 4AND 5

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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From Director
Roger L. Vanderpool's

Vantage Point

It is common American knowl-
edge that the Super Bowl is hands
down one of the most anticipated and
watched television events each year.

Fans dish out thousands of dol-
larsfor a seat at the game and adver-
tisers spend millions for just 30 sec-
ondsof television commercid air time
during the event.

Thegameisastaple of American
sports culture and each one carries with it a piece of history.

Super Bowl XLII, which passed through Glendale the
first weekend in February, brought with it potential that had
not been seenin 35 years.

Not only did the game add another chapter to the epic
city rivalry between New York and Boston, but the New En-
gland Patriots had a chance to complete the first undefeated
season sincethe Miami Dolphinsdiditin 1972.

Asaresult, Super Bowl XLII had the highest television
ratings, surpassing Super Bowl XXX whichwasasoheldin
Arizona, in the history of the game.

Moreover, this Super Bowl drew the second-largest tele-
vision audiencein history for ameasured sportsor entertain-
ment program.

As a key part of the first unified law enforcement and
public safety command in the history of the Super Bowl, the
Arizona Department of Public Safety played avital rolein
ensuring complete public safety was realized at the high-
profile game and at the various events leading up to it.

The entire world was watching, and this agency helped
guaranteeviewersand attendees had no distractions or safety
issues to worry about beyond the action on the field.

| am very proud of the work done by everyoneinvolved
in the effort, especially DPS Cmdrs. Mike Orose, James
McGuffin and Sgt. Stephen Harrison.

Thanksto thework of all DPS personnel and the various
other agenciesinvolved, the unified command concept, which
NFL officialswerewary of at first, isnow the model that the
league wants for future security operations pertaining to the
Super Bowl.

Thisisacompliment not only to all of the men andwomen
at DPS, but to the various public safety agenciesin Arizona
who proved that working together in a"unified" fashion will
always be the best way to ensure public safety.

Onan agency-specific note, it wasvery thrilling for meto
know the entire world was able to see our tan uniforms and
"Smokies' on the sideline and the field while also realizing
this would not have been the success it was without every-
one else at DPS who was working behind the scenes.

For the record

Collision study shows big

reduction in fatal accidents

The Arizona Department of Public Safety (DPS) recently re-
leased results of traffic crash data within the agency's jurisdiction.

The study revealed that fatalities were reduced by nearly 25
percent in 2007 compared to 2006. Specifically, therewere 100 fewer
fatal crashesand 133 lessfata victimsin 2007 withinthe Department’s
jurisdiction. These numberswere also the lowest since 1998.

Additionally, the Department recorded significant decreasesin
alcohol-related fatal and property damage crashes, commercial ve-
hiclefatal and property crashes, and overall crashesin 2007. These
declines occurred during aperiod of timewhen Arizonavehiclereg-
istrations and vehicle milestraveled increased.

With the increased staffing levels provided by the governor
and legidlature, the men and women of DPS have been more ableto
focus enforcement effortstoward aggressivedriving, impaired driv-
ing and illegal drug interdiction which have made the state's high-
ways safer, said DPS Director Roger Vanderpool.

Additionally, tougher DUI lawsand the 30-day vehicleimpound-
ment law have proven effectivein improving highway safety.

DPS to upgrade e-mail system

DPSisupgrading its Lotus Notes e-mail system to amore cur-
rent edition. The current version isover 12 yearsold. Part of the
agency's plan to improve e-mail performance includes server, and
user, upgrades.

Using atested and trusted plan, DPS will gradually upgrade to
the most current version of Lotus Notes, version 8.02, within the
next 12 months.

The first step is to upgrade from version 6.02 to version 6.5.6,
which will offer many improvements by itself. Employeeswill be
ableto useany web browser for iNotes, including FireFox and Internet
Explorer 7. Userswill also beableto flag e-mailsfor follow-up, and
e-mail will run faster and much more smoothly.

Upgradeswill begin with theiNotes server, and will bemadein
groups. Employeeswill beinformed whenitistheir timeto upgrade.

Any questions can be answered by calling Operations at ext.
2421,

The Digest is published monthly by the DPS Community Outreach
and Education Program for DPS employees and retirees.

Employees are invited to submit story ideas or stories for publication.
Stories or story ideas may be submitted to The Digest by mail (mail
drop 3350), EMS or Telephone (602-223-2545).

Roger L. Vanderpool, Director
Jim Jertson, Publications Editor, jjertson@azdps.gov
Kellen Chavez, Publications Support Specialist, kchavez@azdps.gov

The Digest can be accessed directly from the DPS World Wide
Web home page at http://www.azdps.gov/digest.

The Arizona Department of Public Safety
is an Equal Employment Opportunity Agency.
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Super Bowl ...

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Earlierintheweek leading upto thegame,
the state experienced heavy rainsthat threat-
ened flooding and transportation issues
around the state.

Orose said, "We aready had everybody
in that one area[the JOC] and we were able
to deal with emergency management people
and come up with some plans in case the
weather created significant problems.

"So this unified command, even though
it was built to deal with the Super Bowl and
Super Bowl-related issues, was utilized to
come up with some contingency plans for
other events."

In addition, the Fiesta Bowl, which was
held a month earlier in the same venue,
served as a practice run for all of the
interoperable radio communications and
other communications needs of public safety
and law enforcement personnel inside the
stadium.

"It was redly just good practice for se-
curity and law enforcement inside the sta-
dium and for communications both wireless
and interagency. And that worked beauti-
fully, we didn't have any communications
issues whatsoever which was wonderful
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Director David Felix (left) and DPS Director Roger Vanderpool prior to the game
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considering all of thedifferent agenciesthat
needed to communicate with each other in
real-time," said Orose.

Each agency wasableto carry thoseflaw-
less communications capabilities into the
Super Bow!l aswell, producing an event with
no incidents beyond what normally happens
at an NFL game.

Other than a parking lot that opened up
late, initially causing a back up on the off-
ramp and onto the freeway, and an injury
collision that occurred on the L oop 101 near
thevenue, everything inside and outside the
venue went according to plan.

The overcast weather and potential for
rain also kept additional crowdsat the nearby
Westgate City Center to alower number than
expected.

Althoughthe NFL wasoriginally appre-
hensive about allowing more than one
agency to take command of public safety for
the Super Bowl, Orose said the unified com-
mand drew great praise from NFL officials
once the event was over.

He said, "When al of thiswas over and
donewith, two longstanding membersof NFL
Security out of New York stated that this
was one of the best planned Super Bowls
they've ever seen, especially fromalaw en-
forcement and public safety perspective, and

they arecompletely sold on thisunified com-
mand concept.”

Orose added that while he is quite
pleased with how everything turned out, the
review processis underway to examine and
learn from this process to prepare should
the Super Bowl be held in Arizonaagain in
the future.

Hesaid, "Currently we'reworking on an
action plan to examine what things worked
really well and what did not.

"If we'regoing to put something likethis
together again in the future, we will know
what we need to do again and what we need
to changeto ensure law enforcement opera-
tions run even better."

But from the executive steering commit-
teeto the planning committee to the ground
forces working the game and surrounding
the Super Bowl events, Orose offered noth-
ing but praise with how each agency
handled its respective responsihilities.

"Overal, | could not be happier withthe
cooperation and the collaborative effort of
al the different agencies. Whether it was
state, city, county or federal agencies, all
brought to the table willingness to do what-
ever it took to make this a safe and enjoy-
able event for everybody attending the Su-
per Bow! and related events," he said.
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A closer look at the role DPS played in securing Super Bowl XLII
Photographs by Gary Keltz and Dick Parkans of the DPS Photo Lab ~ ————
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Dear Director Vander pool:

In the early hours of Nov. 14, 2007, |
was driving northbound on Loop 101 from
Tempe to my mother and father’s home in
Phoenix. | was stopped by Officer Jeremy
Logan of DPSfor aminor traffic violation.

Officer Logan was extremely kind and
professional. He explained the reason for
the stop and | was clearly responsible for
the violation. Logan chose to give me a
warning, for which | wasgrateful.

| thanked Officer Logan for hiskindness
then told him | had learned only afew min-
utes earlier that my father had just died at
home. Unfortunately, at that moment | broke
down. | am surethiswasuncomfortablefor
Officer Logan. Hewas very understanding
and sympathetic. He offered his help and
said he was sorry about my father.

| have been a Phoenix police officer for
morethan 22 years, the majority of that time
has been in the Traffic Bureau. | have al-
ways had an enormous amount of respect
for your officers. DPS officers do what |
know is a very dangerous job, patrolling
busy freeways and stopping violators, of-
ten timesin the middle of nowhere.

Logan’s actions were in keeping with
the high standards DPS regularly exhibits.
Walter Olsen
Tempe AZ

Dear Director Vander pool:

| writethisletter on behalf of the mayor,
city council and residents of the city of Dou-
glas asboth athank you and commendation
for the services of DPSLt. Angel Leoswho
recently served asour interim police chief.

Lt. Leos, in hisshort timewith us, kept
the department functioning with high mo-
rale, interacted positively with residentsand
maintained the stabile work environment
while the city transitioned to a new chief.
Specifically, he was instrumental in having
our evidence storage and RICO funds au-
dited and assisted me in assessing some of
our critical public safety processes. Healso

assisted the city with its police chief search
process. Lt. Leos was able to accomplish
much while building arapport with members
of the police and other departments within
the city. So much so, that many of the city
wanted metotry to steal him away from DPS.
However, heisloya to DPSand speaksvery
highly of you and the Department.

I must also add that Deputy Director
David Felix wasinstrumental in assisting the
city throughout the interim/transition pro-
cess. Both of these men serve and repre-
sent DPS with distinction. We thank you
and DPS for loaning the city such compe-
tent and outstanding police professionals
during our successful transition.

CurtisA. Shook
DouglasCity Manager

Dear Director Vanderpool:

| am writing to commend the efficiency
and hel pful ness of the men who worked dur-
ing our car firelast year.

OnDec. 21, 2007, my husband and | were
pulling our small camper down I nterstate 10
hoping for a nice Christmas holiday in
Patagonia. Just north of Eloy, the truck
caught fire. A highway patrolman arrived

even beforel finished calling 9-1-1.

The first arriving officer checked with
usto make surewewere OK. Then hetried
to use his fire extinguisher on the fire, but
wasn't able to get directly at the source of
the fire with the hood already closed.

Thenext thing he, and afew otherswho
had arrived, did waswhat really touched me.
They asked my husband to unhitch the
camper fromthetruck. They then picked up
the camper hitch and pushed it 12 feet back
fromthetruck. They ensured, withtheir own
bare hands and the strength of their backs,
that our camper would not get damaged. An
officer then used histruck to pull the camper
even farther away.

Each officer wetaked with wasfriendly
and understanding that this was a tough
thing for us — but also understanding how
blessed we were to be aive and unhurt. |
think this kind of behavior shows that the
people who choose to be in public service
are those who are truly giving.

| don’t know who they were, but if you
might be able to ensure they seethisletter |
would appreciateit. God blessyou all.
Kristin and John Jacobsen
Dewey,AZ

Arizona Department of

Public Safety
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DPS promotes '‘Move Over' law at Nov. 29 press conference

OnNov. 29, 2007, the Department held
simultaneous press conferences at its Phoe-
nix and Tucson headquarters to increase
awareness of the'Move Over' law, whichwas
implemented in 2005.

Director Roger Vanderpool represented
the Department in Phoenix while Deputy Di-
rector David Felix represented the agency in
Tucson. Both had the representation and
support of other public safety agenciesfrom
the respective cities including the Arizona
Department of Transportation (ADOT), the
Phoenix Fire Department, the Phoenix Police
Department and the South Tucson Police De-
partment.

The'Move Over' [aw mandatesthat mo-
torists in Arizona safely merge to an adja-
cent lane on roadwayswith two or morelanes
proceeding in the same direction when po-
lice or emergency personnel are stopped near
or on the road.

Thelaw recognizesthat traffic does not
always allow drivers to safely move to a
neighboring lane. In thisevent, driversare
required to reduce speed and proceed with
extreme caution.

Tohelp alert drivers, ADOT has placed
22 large signs aong highways throughout
the state that read: move over or slow down
for stopped emergency vehicles.

Vanderpool said, “We at DPS have lost
far too many officersover theyearsthat died
after being struck by passing vehicleswhile
they were performing their jobs by the side
of the road.

“We thank our partners at ADOT for
helping us educate the public about the im-
portance of observing the ‘Move Over’ law
through these new signs.”

ADQT Director Victor Mendez said, “In
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Move over

(Above) One of the 22 signs placed strategically throughout the state to spread the
message to drivers to move over for law enforcement and emergency vehicles. (Be-
low) lllustrations of how drivers should react to different situations and still be in
accordance with the 'Move Over' law.

adhering to moving over and slowing down
we can become lifesavers ourselves.”
He added, however, that the 22 signs

can only do so much and it is ultimately the
driver’'s responsibility to be attentive and
abide by the law on his or her own.

Director Vanderpool presents appreciation plaque to JCL Hospital

Director Roger Vanderpool presented a
plaque of appreciation to John C. Lincoln
(JCL) Hospital North Mountain, in Phoenix,
on Dec. 20, for the hospital'slongtime dedi-
cationin medical careto the Department.

JCL Chief Executive Officer Rhonda
Forsyth excepted the plaque on behalf of
the hospital and its Cowden Center, afacil-
ity available to the family, coworkers and
friendsof injured or sick DPS empl oyees.

The JCL staff providesfood, drinksand
other forms of immeasurabl e assistance and
keeps the Cowden Center open as long as
needed for family and friends of the ailing
DPSemployee.

Thankful

DPS Director Roger Vanderpool presents
a plaque of appreciation on behalf of the
Department to John C. Lincoln Hospital
Chief Executive Officer Rhonda Forsyth. The
plaque reads, “To the Staff and Management
of John C. Lincoln North Mountain Hospi-
tal, in appreciation of your continuous ef-
forts to serve our officers and their families
with the utmost compassion in our great-
est times of need."
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Gov. Janet Napolitano announced Jan.
3, that the state faces abudget deficit of $870
million for thecoming year.

DPSBudget Officer Phil Casesaid, “ The
economic slowdown isprimarily tied to prob-
lems in the housing market but may also be
linked to other factors such as high energy
costs.”

The particularsabout how thedeficit will
affect DPSremain unclear, however.

The state had originally been projected
to enjoy 8 percent growth in 2007. Instead,
revenuesremained flat along thelinesof 2006.

In order to address the matter,
Napolitano and legidlative leaders agreed to
hold early budget hearings prior to the start
of the actual legislative sessions.

The Department appeared beforeajoint
meeting of the Senate and House Appropria-

DPS braces to for possible cutbacks due to state's 2008 deficit

tions Committees on Jan. 8 and also had its
budget hearing for fiscal year 2009 on Jan.
2.

Case said, though, that not much came
of the meetings with respect to how the
Department will or will not have to make
cutbacks in the coming year.

He added, “It is likely that we [DPS]
will face modest cutsto new programs and
that some monies from certain dedicated
funding will be swept and deposited into
the state’s General Fund.

“Thebottom lineisthat we are severa
weeksto acouple monthsaway from areso-
lution to the problem.”

The governor’s 2008 budget manage-
ment plan callsfor the deficit to be handled
through three different strategies, hoping
that each will chip away at the debt.

Clever packing can't keep officers from finding large load of weed

Hollow plans

by Kellen Chavez
Digest Staff Writer

DPS Commercia Vehicle Enforcement
officers seized over 450 pounds of creatively
hidden marijuana out of a semitrailer on the
night of Jan. 14.

A simple traffic stop led to the discov-
ery of 17 bails of dope hidden in crates cov-
ered in cut outs of actual boxes. Thesewere
the same boxes that made up the 16 other
palettes of actual juice aboard the truck.

Originaly, Officer Nick Mitchell and Sgt.
Bart Massey pulled over the semitrailer for a
mudflap violation, which weretoo high above
the road, northbound on Interstate 17 and

(Left) The seventeen bails of marijuana found packaged in disguised crates (right) during a traffic stop for a simple mudflap
violation. The drugs have a street value of around $250,000.

Union Hillsin Phoenix.

Mitchell and Massey escorted the semi
to asafer location near 23" Avenue so they
could conduct a more extensive evaluation
of the truck and its load.

After thorough questioning, thedriver,
Keith Bailey, who has since been takeninto
custody, gave the officers permission to
search the truck’s load.

Of the 20 palettes stacked with Little
Hug Daily Juice Products, four turned out
to be mere disguises for transporting mari-
juana.

Massey said, “Thisis not the most so-
phisticated disguise that I’ ve seen, but it is
very cregtive.”

Those steps are state agency budget
savings, K-12 capital financing and utiliza-
tion of the state’'s Rainy Day Fund.

Napolitano also outlined five limits to
the current and future strategiesto deal with
thedeficit.

Theintegral functions of Arizona gov-
ernment will not be compromised. Sherec-
ommendsthat spending reductions be made
on an agency-by-agency and program-by-
program basisrather than making cutsacross
the board.

All facetsof the Arizonaeducation sys-
tem are exempt from spending reductions.
Programsthat serviceArizona schildren and
vulnerable adults are exempt from spending
reductions. Finaly, reductionswill only be
made on past precedents and accepted bud-
getary practices.

He added that the crates would likely
be used for training officersto show yet an-
other example of the lengths drug dealers
will go in order to disguise and transport
their drugs for distribution.

Bailey told the officers that he was on
hisway to New York to deliver the drugs.

Massey estimated the worth of the
drugs, inArizona, to be around $250,000.

He added that, had the drugs been able
to make it to their destination, they would
have sold for about double their Arizona
street value.

The other 16 palettes, stacked four by
four with legitimate boxes of juice, were do-
nated to the Salvation Army.
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Sometimes people drive drunk and get
away withit. Sometimes peopledrivedrunk
and end up with acactusin their front seat.

During the early-morning hourson Nov.
10, 2007, Metro Central officers responded
toaDUI-related, single-vehiclecollisionthat
occurred on northbound State Route 51 near
SheaBoulevard.

The driver and passenger had aban-
doned the vehicle, which officersfound with
the front windshield caved in and two large
chunks of Saguaro cactus in the front seat.

Most of the car’s interior was covered
in thorns, including the full and empty beer
cansthat littered the vehicle'sfloor.

In addition to the driver’'s side wind-
shield, the dashboard was smashed and the
steering wheel was bent.

The specifics of the crash provide a
case study to just how bizarre and danger-
ous accidents can be when the driver is se-
verely impaired.

In this case, the driver had lost control
of hisvehicleasheexited thefreeway, jumped
the curb at the top of the ramp and entered
thefirst median. Thedriver decided to con-
tinue down the 150-foot scenic route the
median offered, knocking over morethan 20
desert plants and cacti.

Near the end of the median, the car fi-
nally hit a mature Saguaro, which crashed

Jerry Spencer retired from DPS on Dec.
28, 2007, after serving the agency for 30
years.

Spencer began his career with the De-
partment onApril 3, 1977. After graduating
at the top of his academy class he was as-
signed to the Highway Patrol, District 5,
working the Phoenix metropolitan freeways.

In 1979, he was assigned to the night
motor squad and worked special detailsin
Parker, Quartzsite, Sedona and other loca-
tions throughout the state.

In 1981, Spencer wasassigned to Intel-
ligence, Organized Crime squad.

Hewasinvolved in humerous organized
crimeinvestigationsincluding Mafiacases,
white-collar fraud and embezzlement cases
and cases involving public and police cor-
ruption.

Spencer al so served on the SWAT team,
the fugitive team and worked in an under-
cover intelligence capacity during the
Morenci minestrikeinthe early 1980s.

In 1985, he was promoted to sergeant

An unexpected passenger

Single-car DUI collision comes to a very thorny conclusion

This is what the inside of a vehicle looks like when an impaired individual drives
through a mature Saguaro cactus. The cactus crashed through the driver's side
windshield and left the driver and passenger with nasty scratches. Both survived.

through the driver’s side windshield strik-
ing the driver in hisface, chest and arms.
Hardly finished, the car swerved back
across the northbound lanes, jumped the
center divider, crossed two more lanes and
took out another five plants in a different

Jerry Spencer retires from DPS after more th

and assigned to the Special Service Bureau.
There, Spencer implemented the first DPS
program to administer the Victims of Crime
Act (VOCA) funds.

He also worked closely with the direc-
tor of the newly established Arizona Crimi-
nal Justice Commission to develop policies
for the commission and helped establish the
ACJC crimevictim programs.

Spencer worked with nonprofit organi-
zations as the only law enforcement repre-
sentative to help draft Arizona's victims
rightslegidlation.

Hewas promoted to lieutenant in 1989.
Hisdutiesasalieutenant varied greatly and
included assignmentsin Human Resources,
acting chief of policefor the Snowflake-Tay-
lor Policeand the Capitol Police Departments,
Law Enforcement Merit System Council
(LEMSC) Business Manager, liaison to the
ADOT Traffic Management Center and Dis-
trict Commander for both the Highway Pa-
trol and Criminal Investigations.

Over the years, Spencer served on nu-

median before crashing into theon-ramp wall.

Officersandfirefightersfound thedriver
and passenger hiding nearby. Both were
transported to alocal hospital to be treated
for their injuries and are now facing several
DUI and DUI-related charges.

an 30 years of service

Jerry Spencer

merouscommittees, drafted the Department’s
first Peer Counseling Guidelinesand led nu-
merous CETF Response and Arrest teams.
After four years of night school, he earned

an MBA degree from ASU-West.
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Peter Sadler retired from DPS on Dec.
28, 2007, after 31 yearsof service.

Sadler began his career with the Depart-
ment asacadet officer on Oct. 3, 1976. After
completing training at the Phoenix Headquar-
ters Training Facility, he was promoted to
officer and was assigned to Highway Patrol
District 7, in Superior.

InJanuary 1978, Sadler wasreclassified
asarotary wing pilot and transferred to the
newly formed Tucson Air Rescue Unit. At
the close of 1989, hetransferred to Flagstaff
Air Rescuewhere he remained for therest of
hisDPS career.

During hislong, distinguished career as
an air rescue pilot, Sadler received many
commendations and awards for his actions
during search and rescue missions. 1n 1983,
hereceived aL etter of Commendation from
thedirector for hispart in saving thelifeof a
citizen who walked into the spinning tail ro-
tor of Ranger 29.

Dick Wellsretired from the Department
on Jan. 31 after 38 yearsof service.

WEellsbegan his career with thisagency
on March 1, 1969 as a police clerk working
asadispatcher prior tothe official formation
of the ArizonaDepartment of Public Safety.

InJuly 1970, hetransferred to thetrain-
ing staff working as a cadet trainee and be-
camean officer onAug. 1, 1971, assigned to
Salomein District 4.

In 1976, Wells transferred to the Mo-
tors Division in Phoenix. He promoted to
senior patrol officer in 1979 and worked a

David Wright retired from the agency
on Jan. 31 after 30 yearsof service.

Wright joined the Department on April
3, 1977. Upon graduation from the Highway
Patrol Academy, hewasassigned to the High-
way Patrol in Phoenix.

Wright served as a highway patrolman
until 1981 when hewasassigned tothe DEA
Narcotics Task Force. Wright received
Director’s Unit Citationsin 1985 and 1988
for hiswork with thistask force.

He also received Director’s Unit Cita-
tionsin 1993 for outstanding performancein
organized crime and intelligence and in 2007
for amoney laundering investigation.

Wright served as Arizona state coordi-
nator for FiNCEN Project Gateway, afederal
program designed to provide bank secrecy

Peter Sadler retires from DPS after serving for more than 31 years

In 1988, he received the Meritorious
Service Award for assisting in the transport
of al4-year-old boy to Tucson Medical Cen-
ter, after medical personnel at a hospital in
an outlying community failed to note the
seriousness of hisinjuries. The director of
Trauma Services stated that the boy sur-
vived because of the persistence of theflight
crew.

OnJan. 18, 1999, Sadler wascalled upon
to assist in the rescue of a hiker who was
stranded on a narrow ledge on a 500-foot
cliff face near Sedona. Hisexpertiseinflight
operation situations enabled him to hover
the helicopter dangerously close to the cliff
face while a rescuer, who was attached to a
100-foot rope beneath the helicopter, at-
tached himself with a rescue device to the
hiker. In recognition of his actions during
this rescue, Sadler was awarded the
Director’s Citation for Professional Excel-
lence.

After 38 years of service, Dick Wells retires from the Department

two-month fugitive detail in 1982.

In 1983, hewastransferredto District 1,
St. George, Utah, where he completed his
career.

In the fall of 1993, Wells promoted to
officer I1l. Hewasrecognized withthe Dis-
trict Officer of the Year Award in 1977, 1987
and 1991. Wellssaid, however, that hismost
fulfilling assignment was serving in the Jacob
Lakeareaof District 1 from 1997 to 2006.

Wells was a member of the DPS Foot-
ball Team from 1976-1980, playing linebacker
and defensive end.

to states, from 1996 until hisretirement.

He was the Arizona statewide manager
for al project users and acted as the liaison
officer between FinCEN and the State of Ari-
zona. Wright created aninvestigative model,
which isin the process of being introduced
nationwide and hasresulted in the seizure of
approximately $7,000,000.

From 1992-2006, he served asthe Crimi-
nal Investigations Division supervisor in a
multi-agency financial crimestask forcelo-
cated at the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
Wright wasa so the coordinator for DPS' Peer
ServicesProgram from 1994-1998.

For the last 18 months of his career,
Wright was the detective sergeant of amulti-
agency harcoticstask forcein Show Low.

Peter Sadler

_ _ Dick Wells
Dave Wright retires from the Department after 30 years of service

Dave Wright
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Kyle DeForest's shooter sentenced to nearly 40 years |n prlson

Maricopa County Attorney Andrew
Thomas announced Jan. 25 that 20-year-old
Daniel Novasad was sentenced to nearly 40
yearsin prison for the 2007 shooting of DPS
Officer Kyle DeForest.

Thomassaid, “ Our officeis pleased Of -
ficer DeForest has recovered. We are also
pleased that the man who attacked this pub-
lic servant will be spending avery long time
behind bars.”

The shooting occurred on July 5, 2007.
Novasad was driving a stolen motorcycle
when DeForest began pursuit near U.S. 60
and State Route 101 in Sun City.

After stopping, Novasad fled on foot
and shot at DeForest six times, hitting him

four times.

Novasad was caught and arrested four
days later.

DeForest recovered from the attack and
recently returned to full-time patrol dutiesin
the Phoenix-area.

DeForest started as a police communi-
cations dispatcher and has been a DPS of-
ficer for over fiveyears.

Novasad pled guilty on Nov. 30, 2007,
to aggravated assault on a police officer,
misconduct involving weapons, theft, un-
lawful flight from alaw enforcement officer
and residential burglary.

Novasad'sofficial sentenceis39.5years
in prison.

Kyle DForest
DPS spreads holiday joy, hands out Christmas bears to children

Christmas bears

(Upper Left) DPS Officers Mark Encsio (left)
and Lenny Jimenez pass out Christmas
Bears at Holy Cross Hospital in Nogales,
Ariz. The teddy bears were donated by the
Associated Highway Patrolmen of Arizona
and were part of the traditional DPS effort to
brighten the days of children who are hos-
pitalized during Christmas. DPS officers
and personnel from around the state par-
ticipated in the program throughout Decem-
ber and delivered bears to children hospi-
talized in various medical facilities through-
out the state. (Left) DPS Officer Quentin
Mehr, dressed as Santa, delivers a teddy
bear to a hospitalized child at a Tucson-
area hospital. Mehr said it was very moving
to look into the eyes of each child receiving
a bear because, for one moment, the pain
of each child’s illness seemed to leave
while the joys of the Christmas season
touched them. (Above) Sgt. Tim Mason
helped deliver bears along with other DPS
officers to Phoenix Children’s Hospital the
weekend before Christmas.
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FBINAA Corner

A representativefrom the FBI National
Academy Associates (FBINAA) will befur-
nishing information to The Digest every
other month asameans of keeping DPSNa-
tional Academy graduates and associates
informed of current events.

The information will be posted in this
new “FBINAA Corner” of The Digest.

Aspart of thismonth's"FBINAA Cor-
ner," it should benoted that thefirst FBINAA
luncheon of the year will be held in Tucson
onFeb. 27 at 11:30am. intheMcKale Cen-
ter Hall of Champions.

The luncheon will be $10 at the door.
Please contact DPSLt. Mark Remsey if you

plan on attending this event by sending him
ane-mail at jremsey @azdps.gov.

OnMarch 14, a 5:00p.m., afreeFBINAA
barbequewill beheld at Sahuaro Ranch Park
in Glendale. Thisis an appreciation event
and a membership drive. Come on out and
bring afriend.

The FBINAA spring training will bein
LakeHavasuApril 16 throughApril 18. Top-
icswill be the Interstate 35 bridge collapse
in Minnesota, the Mexican Cartel and the
author of “Black Hawk Down.”

Moreinformationwill follow. If youhave
any questions or need registration informa-
tion, please contact Remsey at the e-mail
address listed above.

Itisthat time of theyear. Please do not
forget to pay your annual dues.

Plunge for Special Olympics

On a chilly morning in mid-February, a team
of DPS employees joined together in an ef-
fort to raise funds for Special Olympics Ari-
zona by participating in this state's first ever
Polar Plunge. Such plunges are a long-
standing winter tradition throughout much
colder areas of the United States and in-
volve groups of individuals voluntarily plung-
ing into icy cold waters for specific causes.
Teams throughout Arizona ran, jumped and
plunged into frosty waters while dressed in
outrageous costumes to raise money for
Special Olympics during the event. The
DPS Dunkers, whose members took their
plunges at Mesa's SunSplash Waterpark,
came out as the top fund-raising team, rais-
ing $2,501 in pledges. In total, more than
$15,000 was raised for Special Olympics
Arizona athletes through the inaugural
event. (Group Photo, Left to Right) Officer
Cherie Klavitter (coffee cup), Chief Mike
Longman (donut), Jake and AJ Cibik (clown
and muscle kid; not sure which is which-
sons of Officer Laurie Latham); Officer Hugh
Grant (Hooters Girl), Officer Darien Chavez
(donut), Riley Chavez (Hawaiian kid - son
of Officer Darien Chavez), Detective Mike
Clark (other Hawaiian guy), and DPS Di-
rector Roger Vanderpool in back as the car-
ton of milk. In the bottom photo, the DPS
plunge team makes their way into the chilly
water. Note DPS Director Roger Vanderpool
(the milk carton) slowly easing his way into
the cold water. Each plunger had their own
approach. At one point, each DPS team
member was completely submerged in the
cold water.




|The Digest

January/February 2008

Page 13 |

Planning for a media frenzy

by Kellen Chavez
Digest Staff Writer

He is aways the first one at work and
always the last one to leave. Actually,
Marcelo never leavesthe office.

Standing three feet tall with asmile per-
manently fixed upon his face, he never
passes up an opportunity to surprise mem-
bers of the Department's Community Out-
reach and Education (CORE) Unit.

Theonly catch, however, isthat Marcelo,
while impeccably dressed in his Highway
Patrol uniform, isaventriloquist doll.

Once used as a public relations tool, he
hassinceretired to aform of stressmanage-
ment for membersof CORE. No oneknows
if one morning they will open the door to
their dark office only to be greeted by that
fixed smile and open eyes.

But aside from the cheap scares and
laughs that Marcelo provides, the doll rep-
resentsalarge part of what has made CORE
so successful in the past year - cohesion,
comfort and a fun, highly productive work
environment within the unit.

Such a working environment helped
CORE put together more press conferences
and proactive media relations activities of
all typesin 2007 than the Department experi-
enced in the previous three or four years

DPS' CORE Unit bridges gap between agency and the media

Members of the DPS Community Outreach and Education (CORE) Unit prepare for the media frenzy that followed an Oct. 11 anti-gang
operation in Pinal County involving DPS. From left is Video Productions Supervisor Ruben Chavez, DPS Lt. James Warriner (who
commands the CORE Unit), Public Information Officer Harold Sanders, and Publications Support Specialist Kellen Chavez.

combined.

CORE has put on press conferences to,
among other things, debut the agency's new
photo enforcement program, increase aware-
ness of the 'Move Over' law, highlight the
groundbreaking for the Department's new
Southern Regional Crime Lab, promote suc-
cessful law enforcement operations con-
ducted by GIITEM and announce apartner-
ship with Miss Arizonaaimed at increasing
traffic safety.

In addition, CORE has corresponded with
thelocal and, sometimes, national mediaon
countless other hard and soft news stories
concerning DPS.

Consisting of the Department's media
relations personnel, video unit, marketing
specialist and Digest staff, each member of
CORE has cohesively contributed distinc-
tiveexpertisein order to better publicize DPS.

Lt. James Warriner, who commands the
unit after spending the last seven yearsin
Human Resources, said, "It has been chal-
lenging just getting used to working with
the different media outlets, but it's also ex-
citing especially with the support of Direc-
tor Vanderpool who strongly believes DPS
should work with the media to get our
agency'simportant messages and numerous
success stories out to the public.”

A History of CORE

After retiring from DPSasalieutenantin
2000 and serving several yearsasthe sheriff
of Pinal County, Roger Vanderpool wasrein-
stated by Gov. Janet Napolitano as DPS Di-
rector in March 2005.

Just weeks after being sworn in,
Vanderpool created CORE to help DPScre-
ate a better working relationship with the
media

Hesaidin 2005, "I don't believewe have
sold this agency enough. Marketing this
agency tiesin with alot of other things we
are doing and will play amajor rolein this
agency's future."

Theorigina framework for CORE, how-
ever, which encompassed the Department's
Media Relations Unit, Video Productions
Unit and Publications Unit, was scattered
throughout the Department and, as aresult,
rarely collaborated on projects.

Toform CORE, these organizational ele-
ments were brought together under one
umbrella which has since expanded to in-
clude an additional publicinformation officer
(PIO), an additional staff writer for the Di-
gest and amarketing specialist.

Harold Sandersand Bart Graves, two of
the current PIOs, have each added invalu-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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CORE ...

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13
ably to the ways in which the Department
can swiftly and efficiently deal with media
requestswhile also promoting the agency in
apositive manner.

RMIN Field Services Coordinator Marty
Rios has even worked with CORE to help
give interviews to the local Spanish-speak-
ing media.

In December 2006, DPS hired John James,
thefirst marketing specialist the Department
has ever had. James brought with him an
aggressive mindset and ability to promote
the agency through various marketing prod-
ucts and strategies that has been invaluable
and afirst to the agency.

However, Sgt. Tim Mason, who super-
vised the unit's PIOs until recently accept-
ing aspecial, temporary assignment in Train-
ing, isthe man most responsible for turning
the unit's potential envisioned by
Vanderpool intoreality.

A 13-year veteran of the Department,
media relations was one of the last places
Mason figured he would end up having
spent alarge part of his career in Highway
Patrol and Criminal Investigations.

He welcomed the challenge to servethe
agency in adifferent manner, though.

Mason said, "When | first cameinto this
unit | don't think that we had as much of a
proactive approach to supporting and high-
lighting the agency's efforts and work aswe
do now. And that wasmy oneand only mis-
sion."

Under thedirection of Rick Knight, who
commanded the unit when he arrived, Ma-
sonwasabletorisetothe challenge of learn-
ing on the fly about a profession for which
he had very little experience.

Hesaid, "I learned agreat deal from Rick
Knight on how to really build relationships
with the media. | think that's the biggest
component. We've redly built those rela
tionships to the point where we give the
media a story, and we give them the whole
package.

"It's been amazing to get al of CORE
working together.”

With any major press conference, DPS
now provides the media with professional
packets that often include pictures and raw
video footage of the event being publicized.

For "Operation: Enough is Enough,"
which targeted gang conflict in Pinal County
in October, CORE embedded Video Produc-

CORE at work

RMIN Field Services Coordinator Marty Rios (top left) assists CORE by giving interviews
about DPS related issues to local Spanish-speaking media outlets. DPS Sgt. Tim Mason
(far right) has been a leading member of CORE's vital PIO function. In the bottom left
portion of the photo collage are Publications Editor Jim Jertson (left) and Marketing Spe-
cialist John James who both provide a variety of services supporting CORE's mission.

tions Supervisor Ruben Chavez with the
SWAT raidsto be ableto provideraw video
for television outletsto usein nightly news-
casts.

In addition to overhauling the media
packets, James has also designed large vi-
sualsto flank the director and other DPS of -
ficias at the podium at each news confer-
ence.

The success of the unit can be measured
in the volume of media requests Mason and
hisfellow PIOsreceive each day.

He said, "When | cameinto the unit we
would have between 150to 200 mediacallsa
month wherethe mediawas soliciting infor-
mation about the Department and its activi-
ties. We now have times where we have a
few hundred in asingle day."

In the relatively short time he has spent
in the unit, Warriner recognizes just how
important CORE's positive relationship with
the mediaisto the entire agency.

He said, "In one area, it keeps our citi-
zens informed as to what we're doing and
that we're out there using the monies that
cometo usto makeit safer to livein the state
of Arizona

"But it's al'so a good way of informing
legislators of our activities, especially dur-
ing legislative sessions and times like this

where our agency is vying for funds along
with all of the other state agencies.”
AnAddition fromthe Other Side

On Nov. 29, a gloomy day that threat-
ened torain out theloca media, Bart Graves
stood beside Vanderpool at DPS Phoenix
headquarters to hold a press conference to
promoteArizonas'Move Over' law.

The law is very important to the safety
of law enforcement and emergency person-
nel who tend to matters on the sides of busy
highways and roadways on a regular basis.
The public as a whole, however, was till
widely unaware thisnew law even existed.

Behind the scenes, though, the Nov. 29
news conference established anew standard
for the CORE unit. Unlikeanythingthe De-
partment has ever undertaken, a simulta-
neous news conference was being held 100
miles south in Tucson.

Graves said, "We're trying not just to
reach out to the Phoenix media, but expand
the outreach of DPSto the Tucson and rural
mediamarketsinArizonaaswell.

"Every community in the state is differ-
ent and DPS is a statewide agency so we
need to reach out and tailor our messagesto
different media markets accordingly. This
officeisdoing just that."

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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More than 25 years ago, Graves was
starting his professional media career as a
fresh graduate from Northern Arizona Uni-
versity.

Serving asaradio newsdirector at such
ayoung age in Flagstaff put Graves on the
fast track to thelarger Phoenix market.

Hecameto Phoenix ayear and ahalf later
in 1981 as the City Hall beat reporter for
KTAR.

Over roughly the next 20 years, Graves
moved throughout various media outletsin
Phoenix working asaradio reporter, TV re-
porter, producer and anchor, evening radio
anchor and even a brief six-month stint in
Los Angeles to produce a pilot television
show with syndicated radio host and close
friend, Tom Leykis.

In 2005, after spending five years back
intheValley withKFY|, Gravesgaveupthe
media business and moved to the opposite
side of the playing field.

In February 2005, Graves began working
for the Arizona Department of Corrections
asits media spokesman.

Graves said, "I wanted to use al of that
knowledge I'd gained in over 20 yearsas a
reporter and come to this side of the fence.

"I wanted to be somebody that they
[other reporters] could feel comfortablewith
and that they knew that | was going to do
my best to help them out and if | couldn't
help them out I'd direct them to someone
who could."

In August 2006, Graves headed up Gov.
Napolitano's communication team for the
state Democratic Party as she sought reelec-
tion after which he decided that DPS would
be the next beneficiary of his services.

Hesaid, "l remember thefirst timel talked
with Director [Roger] Vanderpool about the
job. We spent asolid hour and ahalf talking
about what | would be doing and how much
he needed someone with my background
here."

Still, with his arrival in March 2007,
Graves knew what he would bring to the
table but was still unsure about how it would
all work out.

DPS had its public information officers
in Harold Sanders and Tim Mason, but nei-
ther had nearly the understanding of the
Phoenix mediamachinethat Gravesdid.

A strike against Graves, however, was
that he had never worked in policefraternity

Bart Graves

or afull fledged law enforcement agency like
that which is present at DPS.

"I came here with a decided disadvan-
tage because I've never been a cop. I've
covered them as areporter and |'ve covered
the criminal justice system but | was never
trained as a cop so there were alot of things
that | had to learn about police procedure
and specifically DPS policies and proce-
duresthat | really didn't have a clue about,"
he said.

Although he learned more by nature
rather than nurture, Graveswas soon ableto
contributeto the agency inwaysit had never
experienced.

He had the established relationships in
the mediathat Mason valued and he had the
work ethicto assimilate himself into an envi-
ronment that is tough to break for an out-
Sider.

"Fortunately | was able to work with
peoplelike Tim Mason, Harold Sandersand
Jim Warriner that were very understanding
of where | was coming from and what my
background was and very accepting of me.
And so while they know that there's a lot
that | need to learn, in 10 months of being
here there's a lot that | have learned,” he
said.

In addition to taking callsfrom the media
aweek out of the month, Gravesis also re-
sponsible for writing alarge number of the
press releases that are sent to the media al-
most on adaily basis.

Warriner said, "He often writes one or
two press releases a day and the informa-
tion is getting out there and the pressistak-
ing that information and putting it out for
the public to see.”

As a result, DPS has been getting un-
precedented media coverage of its positive
daily activities, whether such activities in-
volveamajor drug seizure by ahighway pa-
trol officer or amajor arrest made by amem-
ber of the agency's Criminal Investigations
Division.

CORE andtheFuture

With CORE having already developed a
viable, stable working relationship with the
Phoenix media, the next step isto continue
to enhance its efforts around the state.

The'Move Over' press conferencealong
with the Tucson Crime Lab groundbreaking
and Kingman Photo Enforcement press con-
ference have been thefirst stepsin reaching
the morerural areas of the state.

Warriner said, "We've done a great job
of devel oping relationshipswithin Maricopa
County, and now we want to better expand
our reach and presencein mediamarketslo-
cated outside of the Maricopa County area.”

The unit continues to enlist help of the
Duty Office, which handles all basic media
reguests from the hours of 8 p.m. to 6 am.
that do not require the immediate attention
of aPIO.

Mason said, "The Duty Office has done
an amazing job, they handle thousands and
thousands of requests for information from
the mediaevery month and they doit almost
flawlessly."

He also added that the addition of full-
time PlOsto the southern and northern parts
of the state will only help the agency pro-
moteitsimage even more.

The unit's ultimate goal isto hold three
to four press conferences a month. If the
newsworthy information and events are not
readily available, the situation simply calls
for that proactive approach that Warriner,
Mason, Sanders and Graves have each
stressed.

Warriner said, "There are alot of good
things that officers and employees are do-
inginthestateof Arizona. I'm surewe have
alot of officersthat areinvolvedin the com-
munity and working with sports groups and
kidsand involved in non-profit-type organi-
zations, coaching football, baseball, those
types of things.

"Well those are good human interest sto-
ries if you develop them and a lot of times
the media will pick up on those and high-
light our individual in the community and
that lets the public know our officers and
employeesare committed to making Arizona
a better placeto live both on duty and off."
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The Department officially introduced
one of the first expansions to its two-year
Photo Enforcement Program (PEP) to
Kingman on themorning of Jan. 11.

Director Roger Vanderpool said, "The
expansion to Kingman is one of our first
steps to taking this program statewide."

In addition to Vanderpool, Cmdr. Tom
Woodward and Lt. Ron Del ong were each
on hand to field questions from the local
media about the photo enforcement-
equipped Ford Escapes that will enforce
speed limitson State Route 95 and other road-
ways near Kingman.

Vanderpool reiterated that these mobile
vansare merely atool to help officers make
Arizona s highways safer.

He said, “These vans are atool to help
prevent highly preventable accidents. They
cannot help takeimpaired driversor |oads of
drugs off the roads like officers can.”

Del ong added that thisisthefirst time
that he is aware of photo enforcement vans
being deployed in arural areaof the state.

Officer Scott Tyman

DPS Officer Scott Tyman isgearing up
toridein hisfourth Police Unity Tour, which
sends off on May 10 from Richmond, Va.

The Police Unity Tour, which began in
1997 with just 18 New Jersey law enforce-
ment officers, seeks to honor law enforce-
ment officerswho died in the line of duty.

The 230-mileride, which now consists
of over 1000 riders, endsin Washington D.C.
onMay 12 at the National Law Enforcement
OfficersMemorial.

Tymansaid, “ Theridersstart fromthree
different locations on the east coast and we
end up meeting about 30 miles outside of
the monument, and we ride two by two in a
procession.

"Our arrival kicks off National Police
Week in Washington D.C. and itisreally an
incrediblesight.”

Tyman, a recreational mountain biker
since 1998, road in hisfirst Police Unity Tour
in2005.

Each year he has ridden in honor of a
different officer who has died in the line of
duty. Thirty-one Arizona law enforcement
officerswill represent Arizonathisyear.

Hesaid, “When you know officerswho
have passed away, the ride really personal-
izesitalot.”

Each rider must raise $1,800 to partici-

DPS holds photo enforcement press conference in Kingman

Moving around the state
Director Roger Vanderpool speaks at a press conference for the agency's Photo
Enforcement Program held outside DPS headquarters in Kingman on the morning of
Jan. 11. This press conference was the first of its kind to be held in Kingman.

to represent DPS again in Police Unity Tour

-
[ a -
Representing DPS
Officer Scott Tyman represents DPS in the annual Police Unity Tour, which helps to
kick of National Police Week in Washington D.C. Funds raised will go towards the
Tour and the National Law Enforcement Officer's Memorial and Museum.

pate, so Tyman is seeking donations and is
also selling two-inch challenge coinsto raise
fundsaswell. Checksaretax deductibleand
should be made out to the Police Unity Tour.
Tyman is assigned to:

Arizonal aw Enforcement Academy

10001 S. 15thAve.

Phoenix, AZ 85041, or MD 3950.

For any questions, please call Tyman at
(602)495-0603.
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DPS Sgt. Gary Durree prepares for 360-mile bicycle ride in May

OnMay 11, 2008, Arizona Department
of Public Safety Sgt. Gary Durreeandasmall
group of cyclistswill embark on a360-mile
bicycleride, Cyclingfor Survivors Tour 2008,
that will start near the Arizona/New Mexico
state line and end at the Arizona/California
stateline.

The purpose of the ride is to raise
money for the 100 Club of Arizona,
www.100club.org, and put the finishing
toucheson Durree'slaw enforcement career
which has spanned nearly 34 years.

Theevent will take placein conjunction
with Nationa PoliceWeek, May 11-17, 2008.
The purpose of the tour will beto honor the
memory of all Arizonafallen police officers
and firefighters.  In addition, the money
raised will helptofinancially assist thefami-
liesthey left behind.

You can support this effort by donating
a set amount or pledging so much per mile
ridden. All costs associated with the effort
will be the responsibility of the riders, and
all donated fundswill godirectlythe100Club | [ = = S SSEes
of Arizona. If you cannot committotheride, | Ride for a cause
you can support the riders by agreeing to | DPS Sgt. Gary Durree rides his bike as part of the 2007 Cycling for Survivors Tour.
sponsor their efforts. Durree, who is approaching 34 years with the Department, plans to complete the

Go to www.100club.org or contact | 360-mile bike ride again this May in an effort to raise money for the 100 Club of
Durreeat (520) 444-4654 for details. Arizona.

Special Delivery

The High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas
(HIDTA) Major Violators Unit was recently con-
tacted by the Phoenix Immigration and Cus-
tom Enforcement Narcotics Unit and advised
that a package, containing marijuana, was
being shipped from Mexico to the Phoenix
FedEx Receiving Center. The HIDTA Major
Violators Unit worked with employees at the
Phoenix FedEx Receiving Center and
planned a controlled delivery featuring DPS
Detective Arnold Stolz (left) dressed in an offi-
cial FedEx Uniform and placards. After Stolz
delivered the package, a search warrant was
written for the receiving residence. Prior to
the search warrant being signed, two vehicles
arrived at the residence and the package con-
taining the marijuana was placed into one of
the vehicles. A traffic stop was made on the
vehicle and the package in question was dis-
8 covered inside the vehicle, along with a hand-
gun. Asearch warrant was served on the resi-
dence. Total seizures included 39 pounds of
marijuana, a semi-automatic handgun, a
shotgun and one vehicle. One felony arrest
was made. Units from the Highway Patrol,
the HIDTA Maricopa Methamphetamine Task
Force and ICE assisted with the operation.
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Down the Highways
January 1973 County Superior Court judgefailedtoinstruct | Pesk.

Charlie Crawford registered the highest
academic score and Doyle C. Freeman was
the top student marksman among 36 cadets
who were graduated from the Department’s
21% academy Jan. 12 during ceremonies con-
ducted at the Naval Reserve Training Cen-
ter, Phoenix.

February 1978

DPS Sgt. Sam Fragala has been named
supervisor of the Tucson DPS Air Rescue
operation, which features a new $370,000
helicopter.

The helicopter is an expanded version
of the two currently in use at DPS. It will
accommodate two litters, asitting patient, a
pilot and a paramedic, the Digest reported.

Five new pilotsand five additional para-
medics have been trained to implement op-
erations in Tucson.

January 1983

TheArizona Supreme Court on Jan. 17
reversed the murder conviction of an Ajo
man found guilty of killing DPS Officer John
Walker during an undercover cocainetrans-
action at Tucson International Airport.

In a unanimous opinion, the Supreme
Court ruled that Genero (Jerry) Celaya, 29,
was entitled to a new trial because a Pima

the jury of apossible conviction for theft, a
lesser crimethan armed robbery.

Walker was shot and killed on Nov. 30,
1979, whileworking an undercover cocaine
case. He was sitting in his car at Tucson
International Airport when he was shot.

February 1988

Two menwere charged with drug-related
offenses after about $1 million worth of co-
cainewasfound in their car.

Thetwo werearrested Feb. 10 after DPS
Highway Patrol Officer Sandra Pritchett
stopped their car on 1-10 near Ash Fork be-
causeit had an expired license tag.

After Pritchett received permission to
search the vehicle, she found eight kilos of
cocainein atravel bag.

The bust occurred about two weeks af -
ter Pritchett was named DPS' first woman
officer of the year by the Fraternal Order of
Police Lodge No. 32, Phoenix.

January 1993

Two suspectswere arrested by Phoenix
police officersin the shooting deaths of three
Tucson residents whose bodies were found
Jan. 11 by DPS Officer Brad Young.

Young found the bodies in a van that
was parked along I nterstate 10 near Picacho

January 1998

An Interstate 10 traffic stop west of
Phoenix Jan. 14 resulted in the discovery of
51.5 pounds of methamphetamine.

DPS Officer Kevin Jex told the Duty
Officethat after stopping the eastbound 1990
Nissan Maxima, he regquested and received
permission to search the vehicle.

Jex said he found the contraband hid-
den in a compartment located behind the
front passenger seat.

Jex seized the meth, the vehicle, $249in
cash and a cellular phone.

Themeth wasvalued at about $250,000.

February 1998

On Feb. 20, DPSHighway Patrol Officer
Mike Prochko stopped a northbound
motorhomeabout fivemilesnorth of theU.S./
Mexico border on State Route 85.

After requesting and receiving permis-
sion to search the motorhome, Prochko told
the Duty Office that he found 929 pounds of
marijuana, valued at more than $500,000,
stacked in therear of the vehicle.

Prochko arrested one suspect but a sec-
ond one apparently made a successful run
for the border leaving behind marijuana,
motorhome and companion.




